
2019 was a very busy year on all fronts, from 
college admission scandals and tragic fires at 
Notre Dame and in the Amazon, California 
and Australia to women’s soccer championships 
and a global youth climate movement that has 
inspired people around the world to take action 
personally and collectively. This youth-led effort 
asks us to be optimistic and to take concrete 
action. At CFWNC, we want to do our part. 

In August, CFWNC began office composting 
through Compost Now. Composting might 
seem like a small step, but 24% of what 
Americans throw away is food and yard waste. 
Keeping that out of landfills has consequential 
economic and environmental benefits. It is 
totally worth the small population of fruit flies.

Compost Now tracks and reports our impact. 
In just a few months, we have diverted 287 
pounds of waste while creating 72 pounds of 
compost for local community gardens.

CFWNC supports the environment through 
many of our grant programs.  Multi-year 
support to the Nantahala-Pisgah Forest 
Partnership helped shape the recently released 
Pisgah Nantahala Forest Plan.  Awards helped 
the Blue Horizons project succeed in preventing 
the construction of a natural gas “peaker plant” 
in Buncombe County. Blue Horizons has now 
focused efforts on large and medium commercial 
energy users, supporting community 
engagement efforts, growing residential 
participation in Duke EnergyWise programs, 
and continuing to provide free weatherization to 
local low-income homes.

A recent grant is supporting EcoForesters, a 
relatively new nonprofit dedicated to developing 
and implementing forest stewardship strategies 
that promote sustainability and resiliency, based 
on the belief that new solutions to growing 
environmental threats will be found through 
collaboration and community partnerships. 

Another 2020 grant to RiverLink, as the 
fiscal sponsor for the French Broad River 
Partnership, is funding an economic impact 
study quantifying the value of clean water 
and the French Broad River watershed to the 
region. 
  
In May, the Pigeon River Fund will announce 
its next round of grants supporting nonprofits 
working to improve water quality in Haywood, 
Buncombe and Madison counties. Over 25 
years, the Fund has awarded more than $7.5 
million to improve surface water quality, 
enhance fish and wildlife habitats, expand public 
use and access, and increase citizen awareness 
about protecting water resources.

Certainly, the Food and Farming focus 
area, with dual goals of addressing hunger 
and supporting the local food system, funds 
nonprofits that have the environment, clean 
water and local food as the focus of their work.

These grants, and others like them, support 
environmental efforts and acknowledge that 
resource stewardship and natural beauty are 
important to economic development in Western 
North Carolina.

CFWNC also supports efforts to document 
and think about broader environmental impact. 
A Natural and Cultural Resources grant to 
Western Carolina University’s Bardo Arts 
Center in Cullowhee partially funded the 
exhibition Curious Terrain: WNC from the Air that 
features aerial photographs by Alex S. MacLean 
and is on view through May 1. These newly 
commissioned images of the seven westernmost 
WNC counties capture the region’s built 
environment while raising broader questions 
about humanity’s impact on the land.

CFWNC is part of a collaborative team, and has 
also made a financial commitment, supporting 
the Asheville installation of Wake, Mel Chin’s 

giant animatronic sculpture that was installed in 
New York City’s Times Square last summer (see 
page 6). The artwork is a comment on climate 
change. It prompts questions and creates space 
for conversations about individual and collective 
responsibility for global warming and our shared 
complicated history.

Sustainability at a nonprofit takes many forms. 
I would be remiss if I did not comment on our 
organizational sustainability. This year we will 
pay off the remaining debt on our office space. 
CFWNC had a clean audit and was reaccredited 
for national standards. We continue to build 
on the relationships we have with wonderful 
donor, professional advisor and nonprofit partner 
support.
  
As we move along in 2020, let us heed these 
words of wisdom from Toni Morrison, “Correct 
what you can; learn from what you can’t.”  My 
hope for this year is that we can acknowledge 
the work that is in front of us and agree to be 
courageous in that work together. As the global 
youth climate movement strives to hold past 
generations accountable, may we follow its 
example and approach our regional challenges 
with optimism and action.

Onward!  

Elizabeth Brazas with Compost Now’s Michael Jamar Jean 
Francois. Photo courtesy of CFWNC.
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Masthead photo: Snowball Mountain, Buncombe County. Photo by Travis Bordley. 
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Photo courtesy of Appalachian Wildlife Refuge.

Give!Local Raises $178,804 for Local Nonprofits
Mountain Xpress’ fifth annual campaign to raise funds and awareness for local organizations brought 
in more than $141,207 from donors, $36,925 in matching funds and $672 through the kick-off event, 
resulting in overall donations of $178,804.

CFWNC participated by matching gifts from $25 to $100 to participating animal welfare organizations, up 
to $9,000, and awarding a $1,000 prize to the group with the largest number of individual donors. For the 
second year in a row, Appalachian Wildlife Refuge received the $1,000 prize as well as a matching grant. 
Asheville Cat Weirdos Emergency Fund, Asheville Humane Society, Blue Ridge Humane Society, Brother 
Wolf Animal Rescue, Friends of the WNC Nature Center and Wild for Life also received matching grants.
  
Give!Local, a grassroots project that encourages new and young philanthropists, has reached more people 
and raised more money every year since its 2015 inception. Nonprofits wishing to be part of next year’s 
Give!Local campaign can apply now at avl.mx/6o8.  

D E V E L O P M E N T  N E W S 



Building on upgrades initiated in 2019, Flat Rock Playhouse added an industry-standard 
Yamaha soundboard funded, in part, by a $20,000 Natural and Cultural Resources 
grant. Updates included new seating and carpet, floor lighting and a state-of-the-art 
hearing loop. The soundboard is part of a continued response to the audience “wish 
list” created from a 2018 patron survey. Head of Audio David Gerena noted, “Overall, 
this purchase will create more time, capability and security for the creative team as 
well as allow the sound team more time and resources to design, further elevating our 
storytelling abilities.” In 2020, audiences can expect to enjoy a fuller, more intricate, 
and higher-quality sound experience. Photo courtesy of Flat Rock Playhouse.

A $13,090 Natural and Cultural Resources grant is supporting the exhibition, Curious 
Terrain: WNC from the Air, at the Bardo Arts Center at Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee.  Aerial photographs by Alex S. MacLean, an artist and pilot, provide the birds-
eye perspective of an airplane and are on view through May 1. The exhibition documents 
human impact on the landscape, unique geological phenomena and other naturally 
occurring environmental phenomena. Inspired by the WCU Campus Theme for 2019-2020 
‘Environment and Sustainability’, the images spark conversations about the environment 
and challenge viewers to consider human impact through agriculture, industry and housing. 
Photo by Alex S. MacLean.
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People in Need Awards More than $1.1 Million
Co-Investment Exceeds CFWNC Funds
In November, CFWNC awarded 69 grants totaling $1,173,782 to nonprofits serving economically-disadvantaged populations across the Foundation’s 
18-county service area. CFWNC fundholders and donors contributed $617,431 to the People in Need grant cycle.

“This People in Need cycle was historic for CFWNC. These grants address housing, hunger, mental health, dental services, mobile clinics and so much 
more,” said CFWNC President Elizabeth Brazas. “For the first time, co-investment from CFWNC fundholders and donors exceeded CFWNC 
discretionary funds allocated to the grants. We could not be more grateful to generous philanthropists who helped us extend the reach of our charitable 
assets and support the efforts of hard-working nonprofits serving people in challenging circumstances throughout the region. CFWNC is honored to 
serve as a conduit for the generosity of so many.” 

Grateful thanks to:

The Glass Foundation
Lipscomb Family Foundation
Sutherland Foundation
Anonymous Funds (x6)
Dr. Ben Bailey Fund to Feed Hungry Children 
Gretchen Batra Fund
Biltmore Estate Charitable Fund
Brown Family Fund
Connestee Falls Endowment Fund
Consuelo's Fund

Crutchfield Charitable Fund
Delphinium Fund
Dogwood Charitable Endowment Fund
Fidel Duke Fund
Rick and Bridget Eckerd Charitable Fund
John and Janet Garrett Charitable Fund
Charles F. Hamrick and Marguerite D. Hamrick 
     Charitable Fund
Little Acorn Fund – W
Minigowin Fund

Mountain Jewell Fund 
Carol Waggle Oliver Fund
Oliver Family Fund
Peterson Endowment Fund
Matthew Terrence Lee One Love Fund
Dr. Robert J. and Kimberly S. Reynolds Fund
Walnut Fund
Wasson - Stowe Charitable Fund
Yeager-Cole Fund  

In Real Life (IRL), a program of Asheville City Schools Foundation providing high quality, 
hands-on, equitable and accessible after-school programming for Asheville City Schools 
middle school students, was awarded a $20,000 People in Need grant. Supporting social-
emotional skill development through relationship building is IRL’s fundamental role for 
students. If young teens can test their skills in hands-on, real-life situations while a mentor 
encourages meaningful reflection and provides useful feedback, their skills will improve. More 
than 230 students benefitted from experiences with IRL’s extensive network of community 
partners and providers. Photo courtesy of In Real Life.

Since OnTrack Financial Education & Counseling began offering Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) services in January 2007, they have prepared and filed more than 
8,500 tax returns, resulting in over $11 million in tax refunds and credits for WNC 
taxpayers. In 2019, due in part to a $20,000 People in Need grant, 933 clients with 
an average household income of $24,074 received free tax preparation, representing a 
16% increase in the number of people served. VITA clients received refunds and credits 
totaling $1,090,198. Due to a strong reputation for accurate tax prep services, demand 
for VITA routinely exceeds appointment capacity. Every year, clients return and refer 
friends, co-workers and family. With funding sources decreasing or ceasing, OnTrack is 
exploring ways to meet demand and support the program. 
Photo courtesy of OnTrack.



3

Co-Investment from donors and fundholders also supports grants in other focus areas and is listed with the grants below.

G R A N T  N E W S 

E A R LY  C H I L D H O O D  D E V E L O P M E N T  -  $5,000
Through grants for evidence-informed programs, community awareness 
and advocacy in Early Childhood Development, the Foundation seeks to 
help young children reach their full potential.

Mountain Area Health Education Center (MAHEC) was awarded 
$5,000 for sponsorship of the Adverse Childhood Experiences 
Southeastern Summit that took place in Asheville in November. The 
conference provides practical tools and strategies for advancing trauma-
informed care for participants to take back to their schools, communities, 
organizations and agencies. 

F O O D  A N D  FA R M I N G  G R A N T S  -  $228,071
Grants increase opportunities for local farmers and food entrepreneurs 
who support the sustainability and profitability of WNC farms and address 
regional food insecurity and nutrition.

Macon Co. Public Health, on behalf of MountainWise, was awarded 
$50,000 to support Double Up Food Bucks (DUFB), a national model, 
supported by the Fair Food Network and largely funded by the USDA, 
that provides a 1:1 match for SNAP/EBT customers to spend on fresh, 
frozen and canned fruits and vegetables. The Biltmore Estate Charitable 
Fund provided co-investment for this grant.

MANNA FoodBank was awarded $45,000 for the MANNA Community 
Market (MCM), a new mobile pantry and resource center that extends 
MANNA’s general food distribution program, which serves an estimated 
90,900 food-insecure individuals in WNC. The initial ten sites are located 
in Avery, McDowell, Henderson, Buncombe, Transylvania, Swain, Macon, 
Graham and Cherokee counties.

McDowell Local Food Advisory Committee was awarded $39,787 
to purchase and install a walk-in cooler at the Foothills Food Hub 
in McDowell County. The cooler will assist in the storage, sale and 
distribution of locally-produced food. The Yeager-Cole Fund and Peterson 
Endowment Fund partnered with CFWNC to fund this grant.

Organic Growers School was awarded $20,000 for the Food Security 
Planning Initiative, a collaborative of nonprofit, governmental and 
educational organizations planning for a more equitable, sustainable and 
resilient local food system resulting in greater regional food security. 

Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy was awarded $30,000 
to support sustainable local agriculture at its 135-acre Community Farm 
in Alexander through its Farmer Incubator Program by hiring a part-time 
assistant for the Farm Manager, building a high tunnel greenhouse to 
extend the growing season and adding a walk-in cooler to increase storage. 
The Dogwood Charitable Endowment Fund, WNC Resolve Fund and 
Riverbend Fund partnered with CFWNC to fund this grant.

Toe River Aggregation Center Training Organization Regional 
(TRACTOR) was awarded $43,284 to expand the capacity of its multi-
farm Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program to reach a wider 
base of farmers and, in turn, provide the community with greater access to 
local food. The Riverbend Fund partnered with CFWNC to fund this grant.

N AT U R A L  A N D  C U LT U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  -  $168,090
Grants and capacity building in Natural and Cultural Resources aim to 
protect and enhance the health of the region’s natural systems and support 
and develop the region’s arts-based economy.

EcoForesters was awarded $30,000 to match seed funding for its Invasive 
Species Stewardship Fund (ISF), contingent upon the grantee raising 
other money needed. Once funded, area land trusts can apply for grants 
from the ISF to match funds on a 1:1 basis to control non-native invasive 
species and promote awareness of the threats these species pose to WNC 
forests. 

Green Built Alliance was awarded $25,000 for continued support for the 
Blue Horizons Project’s community engagement, marketing, education 
and outreach efforts to transition Asheville and Buncombe County to a 
cleaner, more affordable and smarter energy future.

National Trust for Historic Preservation was awarded $35,000 to 
engage key stakeholders – especially African American churches and 
organizations, local residents, artists and young people – in envisioning the 
future of Nina Simone’s Childhood Home in Tryon in Polk County. 
The goal is to preserve the home so that it can contribute to the cultural 
and educational vibrancy of the region, honor Simone’s contributions to 
society and inspire a new generation of artists and activists. The Minigowin 
Fund partnered with CFWNC to fund this grant.

Flat Rock Playhouse was awarded $20,000 to complete upgrades to the 
theatre’s sound and lighting equipment. New light and sound systems will 
bring Flat Rock Playhouse’s visual and audio infrastructure up-to-date and 
in-line with the expectations of today’s theatre patrons. 

Western Carolina University/Bardo Arts Center was awarded $13,090 
for an exhibition examining the human effect on the landscape and 
environment entitled, Curious Terrain: WNC from the Air, by acclaimed 
photographer Alex MacLean. The exhibition is on view through May 1 at 
the WCU Fine Art Museum in Jackson County. The Lipscomb Family 
Foundation and Rick and Bridget Eckerd Charitable Fund partnered with 
CFWNC to fund this grant.

RiverLink, as fiscal sponsor for the French Broad River Partnership, was 
awarded $45,000 to engage consultants to create an economic impact 
study quantifying the value of clean water to the local economy. The 
study will cover the eight counties (Transylvania, Henderson, Buncombe, 
Madison, Yancey, Haywood, Mitchell and Avery) of the French Broad 
River Watershed from its headwaters until it enters Tennessee. The 
partnership is a consortium of more than 70 nonprofits, conservation 
groups, businesses, community organizations, local governments, and state 
and federal agencies.  

29th Annual Professional Seminar 
Save the Date – May 5 
Attorneys, accountants, financial planners, insurance and fundraising professionals are invited to “Change is the 
Only Constant: Planning Paradigms for Married Couples and Unwinding Estate Plans When Circumstances 
Warrant.” The seminar will focus on changes – in the law and in people’s lives – that have implications for 
many estate planning clients. Professor Donaldson will address how recent changes in the federal tax laws have 
fundamentally altered tax planning strategies for married couples. He will provide planning templates suitable for 
couples with small, medium and large estates and examine the portability election, maximizing the use of the income 
tax step-up in basis, and the role of disclaimer planning. Because change occurs in the life of every client, Professor 
Donaldson will also cover strategies for “unwinding” common estate planning techniques for those times when the 
law, personal circumstances, or different objectives mean that a prior estate plan no longer fits a client’s needs. 

Registration, breakfast and networking begins at 8 a.m.; the seminar takes place from 9 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Register 
online at www.cfwnc.org in late March; cost is $110 per person ($120 after April 25). Three hours of continuing 
education credit are available.  

Please note the NEW location: DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Asheville - Biltmore.  

Sam Donaldson, Professor, 
Georgia State University College of Law.
Photo courtesy Sam Donaldson.

P R O F E S S I O N A L  A D V I S O R S 
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SECURE Matched Savings for Emergencies 
Stabilizes Lives  
In August, OnTrack Financial Education and Counseling’s SECURE Matched Savings program was awarded $200,000 
over two years to offer approximately 200 people support in establishing emergency savings accounts. Participants 
contribute $15 to $30 per month to a savings account and are eligible for a match of up to $540, after six months of 
consecutive savings, for a potential total savings of $720.

CFWNC funded a successful pilot project at OnTrack in 2016 and a two-year grant in 2017 that funded expansion 
into three rural counties. As a result of this sustained investment, OnTrack has a strong process for programming and 
referrals for SECURE. The main qualifier for participation is income: SECURE is available to people with household 
incomes between 30% and 80% of Area Median Income. For example, a family of four qualifies if household income is 
between $25,750 and $53,100.

As of the end of January, there were 133 people currently enrolled, some of whom will graduate from the program in 
March. The program is available in Buncombe, Haywood, Henderson and McDowell counties. Since inception, 325 
graduates have built emergency funds, functioning budgets and monthly savings habits. There are projected to be 521 
graduates by mid-September. 

The numbers are impressive; however, hearing directly from a graduate is powerful.

Brittany’s Story 
Brittany Ferguson started working with OnTrack in the summer of 2018. At that time, living paycheck to paycheck, 
she thought she couldn’t save. In under a year, she and her four-year-old son moved out of public housing, and she 
transitioned from a part-time job to a salaried position with benefits. She regularly reviews her budget and takes 
proactive steps to deal with her debt. She continues to contribute to her SECURE savings account, even after she 
graduated and received the match. “I thought I couldn’t save—not even $1, but SECURE gave me the tools to save,” she 
said.  Brittany’s next goals include getting her GED and becoming a Habitat for Humanity homeowner.  

Brittany Ferguson. Photo 
courtesy of OnTrack.

“I want better for 
me. I want better 
for my child. I’m 
willing to work hard 
for it.”

Brittany Ferguson

Ways to Give From Your IRA
IRA assets can be great for charitable gifts. The best ways to use your IRA assets for 
charitable giving depend on your age, stage of life and other financial and charitable goals. 
Some options to consider:

Beneficiary Designation
Anyone can plan for a charitable gift from an IRA by naming a charity as a beneficiary - 
simple to do, completely confidential and easy to change over time. It’s best to use the 
charity’s full legal name and Employer Identification Number (EIN) on the beneficiary 
form. If you’d like to benefit multiple causes or organizations with one allocation, a fund at 
CFWNC makes that easy.

Using Qualified Charitable Distributions
If you are 70 ½ years old or older, you can make tax-free charitable donations of up to 
$100,000 per year from your IRA directly to charity by making a “qualified charitable 
distribution” or “QCD.” Especially if you no longer itemize deductions, this is a great giving 
option. The amount you give counts toward your required minimum distribution and is not 
included in taxable income. Important to know: QCDs may not go to donor advised funds, 
charitable remainder trusts or gift annuities. 

SECURE Act
The SECURE Act was passed in December 2019 and became effective January 1, 2020. 
It includes changes that impact using IRAs for lifetime giving and for heirs who inherit IRA 
assets.

• The maximum age for deductible contributions to IRAs was repealed – a nod to the fact 
that Americans are working and living longer.

• Individuals must now take Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs) beginning at age 
72, not 70½.

• Individuals age 70½ and older may still direct QCDs from their IRA to charity. 
However, contributions after age 70½ may reduce the amount of the annual $100,000 
QCD limit that can be excluded from gross income in any year. 

• Heirs now have only ten years to take RMDs from an inherited IRA. The SECURE 
Act eliminates the “stretch” IRA plan that let non-spouse IRA beneficiaries “stretch” 
required minimum distributions over their life expectancy. Now, all funds from an 
inherited IRA must be distributed to non-spouse beneficiaries by the end of the 10th 
year following IRA owner’s death. (There are some exceptions: minors, disabled or 
chronically ill individuals, or those not more than 10 years younger than the deceased 
IRA owner.)

• In some cases, it might make sense to leave an IRA to charity and use other assets for 
heirs or to use a charitable gift annuity or charitable remainder trust to maximize legacy 
benefits.

Now is a good time for a thorough tax review with your financial, tax or legal advisor. If you 
are interested in learning more about ways you can support the causes you care about using 
IRA assets, contact Sheryl Aikman, Vice President of Development.  

A fundholder co-invested in a $20,000 People in Need grant 
to OpenDoors of Asheville to support a coordinator for an 
education program to help students succeed. Photo courtesy 
of OpenDoors.

Co-investing using a QCD
Recently, an anonymous CFWNC fundholder 
used a QCD from his IRA to co-invest with 
CFWNC in the 2019 People in Need grant cycle. 
This fundholder had worked with CFWNC to plan 
for his charitable legacy. When he had questions 
about lifetime giving from his IRA to meet his 
required minimum distribution, he reached out to 
CFWNC for advice. 

“I trust CFWNC and value the guidance I receive 
from the experienced staff,” he explained. “I 
decided to use funds from my IRA to support 
the recent People in Need grant cycle. After 
I provided some information about my giving 
interests, CFWNC sent me a list of grants to 
review. I was able to give in an effective way that 
also allowed me to be part of making a bigger 
impact on two local organizations.”

G I V I N G  B A C K

G R A N T  N E W S



The Transylvania Endowment awarded the Davidson River School $6,035 to help fund resilience 
training for staff. Davidson River School is an alternative high school that serves students who 
have faced significant trauma and are more likely to experience absenteeism, truancy, suspension 
and dropout.
 
Staff knew that a lack of resiliency was a major problem facing students. After discussions 
with the National Dropout Prevention Center based at Clemson University, staff launched a 
research-based training program that offers a comprehensive approach to supporting these 
students. At the conclusion of the two-year curriculum, Davidson River will earn the “Trauma-
Skilled School" Certification.
  
As a result of the resiliency training, the school moved from a student management system that was 
more punitive in nature to a more restorative system of management. One teacher said, “It was just 
what we were looking for. The training has been invaluable and has truly changed the way that we 
manage our students’ complex problems.”  

Photo courtesy of Davidson River School.

The Black Mountain – Swannanoa Valley Endowment Fund awarded Bounty & Soul $10,000 to 
create a Farmers Alliance Program to build relationships with local farmers to help address hunger 
relief. Bounty & Soul currently serves more than 700 individuals each week – families, seniors, 
working poor, people on disability and more – with free produce and wellness education.
 
Staff and a team of 350 volunteers run “markets” where shoppers can take home produce from 
local farms, community gardens, supermarkets and food banks. The markets have experienced 
significant growth over the last three years, growing from distributing 4,500 pounds of food to 
8,500 pounds each week. 

Traditional food sources cannot provide enough fresh produce to meet the growing demand. 
Through the Farmers Alliance Program, Bounty & Soul is asking 55 Buncombe County farms to 
plant a row for Bounty & Soul, donate excess or B-grade product and/or allow volunteers to glean 
unharvested crops. The goal is to procure 2,000 pounds of food weekly.

One participant said, “Bounty & Soul feeds me on every level. They give me a community of 
friends. I do yoga for free. They have taught me gratitude and changed my negative attitude. I learn 
something new every week in our classes that I put into practice.”  

Photo courtesy of Bounty & Soul.
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All nine CFWNC affiliate funds offer independent 
grantmaking in the communities they serve. Seven award 
grants in the spring, and two – the Cashiers Community Fund 
and Highlands Community Fund - announce grants in the fall. 

Supporting Older Adults Through Collaboration
In 2019, Women for Women awarded the Council on Aging of Buncombe County (COA) $100,000 over two years to provide services, education and 
advocacy for older adults in situations of abuse, neglect and exploitation. The funding supported a collaboration including the Family Justice Center, 
Adult Protective Services, Helpmate, Pisgah Legal Services and Legal Aid. 

The Elder Justice Program at COA is continuing to advocate for safe living environments for residents by quickly navigating clients who have 
experienced abuse to appropriate community resources. In the first six months of the project, the Elder Justice Navigator served 60 clients, primarily 
female, by helping them gain access to protective orders and legal counsel.

Other significant accomplishments include development of a referral system with Legal Aid and Pisgah Legal Services and strengthening of collaborative 
partnerships with broad community resources. The navigator also serves as co-chair of Elder Justice Steering Committee and Friends Against Fraud 
Coordinator for Buncombe County who are working to present a scam and fraud conference in 2020.  

W O M E N  F O R  W O M E N  G R A N T  N E W S

Cashiers Community Fund awarded $141,000 to:
Blue Ridge Mountains Health Project - $10,000
Boys & Girls Club of the Plateau - $10,000
Cashiers Valley Preschool - $10,000
Cashiers–Highlands Humane Society - $10,000 
Community Care Clinic of Highlands–Cashiers - $10,000
Fishes & Loaves Food Pantry - $10,000
Friends of Panthertown - $10,000
Hampton School - $10,000
Highlands–Cashiers Land Trust - $6,500
Mountain Projects/Circles of Hope - $7,500
Mountain Youth Charities/Junior Appalachian Musicians
      – Blue Ridge - $7,000
Pisgah Legal Services - $10,000
Summit Charter School - $10,000
The Bascom - $10,000
The Village Green - $10,000

Highlands Community Fund awarded $62,490 to:
Blue Ridge Mountain Health Project - $8,500
Community Care Clinic of Highlands-Cashiers - $9,740
Counseling and Psychotherapy Center of Highlands - $3,750
Gordon Center for Children - $8,500
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust - $1,500
Highlands Community Child Development Center - $8,500
Literacy Council of Highlands - $8,500
Pisgah Legal Services - $8,500
REACH of Macon County - $2,500
The Bascom - $2,500

Photo courtesy of Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust.

Photo courtesy of Literacy Council of Highlands.
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Mel Chin’s Wake
On View in Asheville through September 7 

Luther Legacy Honors Valleytown
Colonel Leon C. Luther was born and raised on a farm in Valleytown near Andrews, in Cherokee 
County. At one point, because of the large number of family members who made their homes there, 
Valleytown was sometimes called “Luthertown.” Colonel Luther graduated from the Andrews public 
schools system, and though he lived elsewhere, managed the family farm until his death in 2004. 

After military tours of duty in Europe, the Middle East and Far East, Colonel Luther accepted a position 
at what is now the Army Logistics Management College in Virginia. Although military life had taken 
Colonel Luther and his wife Grace around the world, they kept their connections to the small town of 
Andrews and contemplated how to give back.

Beginning in 1996, the Luthers worked with their attorney and CFWNC to plan their charitable legacy. 
Having no children of their own, they felt strongly about providing education and opportunities for 
young people in Andrews. They created an estate plan that included CFWNC to achieve those goals. 

In 2015, Mrs. Luther decided to begin scholarship awards from the Leon C. and Grace E. Luther 
Scholarship Fund to graduating seniors of Andrews High School. The Luthers’ ultimate gift, created at 
Mrs. Luther’s death last year, fulfills their vision for a permanent legacy for Andrews and the young people growing up there.

Beginning in late 2020, the Leon C. and Grace E. Luther Charitable Fund will award funds annually to programs benefitting youth in Andrews. To better 
understand the challenges and opportunities facing the community, Vice President for Programs Philip Belcher has been spending time in Andrews, 
talking with local nonprofits, school and community leaders, and young people. With their input, CFWNC will carry out the charitable wishes that the 
Luthers entrusted to the Foundation almost twenty-five years ago.  

Harry Luther, a nephew, presenting a portrait of Colonel 
and Mrs. Luther to Vice President of Development 
Sheryl Aikman. The portrait will be hung in Valleytown.

D E V E L O P M E N T  N E W S

Wake, Mel Chin’s giant animatronic sculpture, installed in New York 
City’s Times Square last summer, will be on view in Asheville from March 
15 to September 7. Chin, a WNC based conceptual artist, was named a 
MacArthur Fellow in September 2019.

Wake was commissioned as part of Mel Chin: All Over the Place, a multi-site 
survey of his works from across many decades that took place in several 
New York City locations. A collaborative group, led by UNC Asheville’s 
Steam Studio, Asheville Area Arts Council and CFWNC, formed to plan 
and raise funds for the sculpture to be seen locally.

Wake - 60 feet long, 34 feet wide and 24 feet high, conceived and 
designed by the artist - was engineered, sculpted and fabricated by an 
interdisciplinary team of UNC Asheville students, faculty, staff and 
community artists led by Chin. Wake is interactive and features decks and 
places to sit and contemplate. 

Wake evokes the hull of a shipwreck crossed with the skeletal remains 
of a marine mammal. The structure is linked with a carved, 21-foot-tall 
animatronic sculpture, accurately derived from a figurehead of the 
opera star Jenny Lind that was once mounted on the 19th century clipper 
ship, USS Nightingale. Jenny Lind moves subtly as she breathes and scans 
the sky. 

The artwork is not only a comment on climate change, it calls forth a 
history that includes ships, like the USS Nightingale and many other 
vessels, used to move tea, guns and slaves that augmented the nation’s 
burgeoning economy. “These expanding past economies serve as prologue 
and perhaps a warning to our current environmental dilemma,” said Chin. 

“Wake is a powerful comment on how the tides of history have shaped 
many communities, including Asheville," said Steph Dahl, who manages the 
City of Asheville's Public Art Program. “The piece asks us to acknowledge 
and discuss a long and complicated past, one that has left us operating 
in a sea of racial inequities and environmental crises. Wake’s temporary 
presence in an empty lot where the history and future of the Southside 
and South Slope meet is part of its power, and its impermanent nature 
underscores some of the tough questions we need to address together." 

Since the late 90s Chin has lived and worked in Egypt Township, outside 
of Burnsville in Yancey County, North Carolina. His work has been 
exhibited by major art centers nationally and globally. Chin also served on 
The Yancey Fund affiliate advisory board.

Visitors can experience Wake daily from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. at 44 Collier 
Avenue. For more details about the piece and public programming, visit 
ashevillearts.com.  

Photos by Adam Taylor, courtesy of UNC Asheville.
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Funds Created between July 1 and December 31, 2019
A Charitable Gift Annuity allows 
donors to make a future gift and 
receive income and tax advantages 
now.

• Sonya Friedrich Charitable Gift Annuity
• John Hazlehurst Charitable Gift Annuity 13
• John Hazlehurst Charitable Gift Annuity 14
• Lyn O'Hare Charitable Gift Annuity
• Nancy Smith Charitable Gift Annuity 4

Designated Funds support specific 
nonprofits named when the fund 
is established.

• Broadwell Designated Fund 2019
• Nancy Owen Cecil Scholarship Fund
• Ted Ghiz and Ronnie Mill  

Charitable Fund 2019
• Hembree Designated Fund 2020
• W. Gresham Orrison Designated Fund #2
• Robinson 2019 Charitable Fund
• John B. Rogers Designated Fund 2019
• Shiloh Community Association  

Scholarship Fund

Donor Advised Funds allow donors 
to make a charitable contribution, 
receive an immediate tax benefit and 
recommend grants over time.

• Mary Beth Allen Charitable Fund
• Bahnson-Armitage Fund
• Blomberg Charitable Fund
• Cozart Family Fund

• Craig and Jacqui Friedrich Charitable Fund
• Sonya Friedrich Charitable Fund
• Rob and Lee Merrill Fund
• Mountains to Sea Fund
• Pros and Cons Fund
• Richard Lloyd Purcell Family Fund
• Bob and Brenda Shepherd Fund
• Nancy Ricker Smith Fund for Eliada
• Steps2peace Global Fund
• Valiant Age Fund
• Veilleux Family Fund

Expectancy Funds are established to 
receive assets at a later time, typically 
through an estate plan, charitable gift 
annuity or charitable trust. 

• Abbuehl - Levering Fund
• Dennis Bartt Scholarship Fund
• William S. and Barbara J.  

Baumann Charitable Fund
• Fund for Food
• Garry - Hershfield Fund
• Greenway Scholarship Fund
• Hope and Encouragement Legacy Fund
• SMK Charitable Fund
• Robert Michalove and Lu Juan  

Gibson Legacy Fund
• Lyn & Gene O'Hare Fund
• O'Neal Family Legacy Fund
• Stonecrop Charitable Fund
• Robert H. Wallace, Jr. Animal Welfare Fund
• Robert H. Wallace, Jr. Botany Fund

Field of Interest Funds support a 
broadly-defined area such as the 
arts, the environment or health.

• "Wake" - The Jenny Lind in  
Asheville Collaboration Fund

Memorial Funds are a simple, 
meaningful way to honor a life.

• Megan McGinn Memorial Fund
• Stu Ryman Memorial Fund

Nonprofit Funds are created to 
invest and steward a nonprofit’s 
long-term or endowed assets.

• David Bailey Legacy Endowment
• Lake Toxaway Charities Reserve Fund
• Mainspring Endowment Fund
• RiverLink Stewardship and  

Legal Defense Fund
• WNC Bridge Foundation Endowment Fund

Scholarship Funds support educational 
opportunities for students.

• John H. and Frances A. Killian  
Scholarship Fund

Consuelo’s Fund Created to Improve the 
Lives of Single Mothers

G I V I N G  B A C K

Top: Consuelo Gamboa, far right, 
white blouse, with her siblings and 
parents. Bottom: Consuelo Gamboa in 
the 1970s. Family photos courtesy of 
Alejandro Barberena.

D E V E L O P M E N T  N E W S

Alejandro Barberena dreamed of honoring Consuelo, his 
energetic, smart mother, by supporting the educational 
efforts of single moms. He found a way to do that by 
working with CFWNC.

“My mother immigrated to the United States from 
Colombia with her four children and $300,” explained 
Barberena. “She had some schooling but it was basically 
home economics. She worked 
doing alterations during the day 
and cleaning offices at night. She 
knew she needed to do more to 
support her family so she enrolled 
in a business school to study 
drafting. She took special interest in electrical drafting, 
which led her to her eventual career laying out and 
designing printed circuits.”

She landed her first job at Texas Instruments (TI) 
where she received on-the-job training and additional 
schooling. Discrimination led her to leave TI to take a 
job at Philco-Ford where she was named to their Apollo 
17 Manned Space Flight Team, an event that defined her 
career. She developed printed circuits for the SkyLab 
Mission before it was scratched due to government 
cut-backs in the 70s. When she left Philco-Ford, she 
went to work at the Bechtel Corporation on computer 
systems for nuclear power plants. Consuelo died in 
1975.

In his mother, Barberena had a transformative example 
of the power of education. He served in the Army 
during the Vietnam era and, through the GI bill, went 
to architecture school and opened a practice.  He 
eventually had a twenty-year career in health care 
administration and retired from the U.S. Department of 

Veterans Affairs. He and his husband, Patrick Garvin, an 
Army Nurse, are retired and live in Asheville.

“When we moved here in 2017, I reached out to Sheryl 
Aikman to talk about my idea for Consuelo’s Fund,” 
said Barberena. “She told me, ‘You don’t have to die to 
realize your dream. You can do this now through a donor 
advised fund.’ I had no heirs, and the search for a good 

cause led me to the best example 
that I had and that was my mom.”

Consuelo’s Fund makes grants 
to support the quality of life and 
educational goals of single mothers 

to help them reach their full potential. Grants have 
supported programs in Asheville through ABCCM and 
OnTrack Financial Education and Counseling, among 
others. Barberena also participated in CFWNC’s 2019 
People in Need grant cycle by co-investing in a grant 
to the New Opportunity School for Women at Lees-
McRae College. CFWNC’s donor relations team works 
with donors interested in collaborative grantmaking, and 
they brought this grant to his attention.

“Eighty percent of the participants in this program are 
single mothers,” said Barberena. “I would never have 
heard about this grant without CFWNC, and those 
connections are key.”

“Consuelo knew she was a strong person,” he continued. 
“She knew her accomplishments. She had an idea of 
where she wanted to go and where she wanted to take 
her family. And that was the most important thing to 
her.” 

Learn more by watching the video at www.cfwnc.org. 

In Spanish, Consuelo means 
comfort, consolation, solace.
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Prison Dog Training Program 
Receives Funding
In January, CFWNC awarded a $4,420 grant from the Barbara Thomas Animal Welfare 
Endowment to Mountain Pet Rescue that runs the New Leash on Life program at Craggy 
Correctional Facility.

The New Leash on Life program allows minimum and medium security state prisons to partner with 
local animal shelters and welfare agencies to train dogs in preparation for adoption. Participating 
inmates support the community by training dogs to be well-behaved pets.

Mountain Pet Rescue spends about $215 per dog for the eight-week program that they run 
six times a year. The grant covers vet care, vaccines, food, spay/neuter, microchip, heartworm 
prevention and other services.

Four dogs are placed at a time, and each has two inmate trainers. The dogs learn basic obedience, house training and socialization through positive 
reinforcement and repetition. They are taught to walk on and off leash and to respond to basic commands.

Many adopters are interested in the enrolled dogs with almost 95% adopted prior to graduation. If you are interested in adoptable animals, 
visit www.mountainpetrescueavl.org.  

Women for Women Grant Awards 
Luncheon, Save the Date  –  May 19 
The Membership and Communications Committee has planned the 
giving circle’s inaugural Grant Awards Luncheon, taking place at noon on 
Tuesday, May 19, at The Omni Grove Park Inn’s Seely Pavilion. The event 
will include recognition of 2020 grantees, success stories from past 
grantees, celebration of advocacy efforts and information about plans for 
the future. 

Geoff Sidoli, Mountain Child Advocacy Center, and Manny Ayala, 
Our VOICE, will present on behalf of the Partners in Prevention, 
representing two of the four agencies that received the 2018 
Collaborative High Impact Grant. Founding member Chris Dismukes, 
who joined the giving circle in 2005, will share her story. The Advocacy 
& Education Committee will highlight its advocacy work and successes. 
Kathy Rauch will share an update of the giving circle’s strategic planning 
and what is on the horizon for its future.

The event is open to Women for Women members and guests. 
Reservations will be available online in April through Eventbrite. 
For more information, contact Tricia Wilson (wilson@cfwnc.org) 
at 828-367-9919.  

It’s easy to support CFWNC 
Use the Donate Now button at  
www.cfwnc.org to make a tax-deductible 
contribution to any of our funds or to 
honor a friend or family member.

To receive future newsletters electronically 
and to subscribe to CFWNC E-News, 
please send an email with “subscribe” in the 
subject line to enews@cfwnc.org.

G R A N T   N E W S 

W O M E N  F O R  W O M E N


